Family Patterns


Divorce
What you need to know….

Trends

There has been a dramatic rise in the 20th century – seen from an increase in the divorce rate.

The number of divorces peaked in 1993 but since then there has been a gradual decline. If the divorce rate continues as such 40% of all marriages will end in divorce.

Marriages can end in a number of ways including separation (living in separate residences) or empty shell marriages (live together but married in name only).

Marriage is only one form of partnership – another is cohabitation (a significantly higher number of cohabitations are terminated than divorces (Allan and Crow, 2001))

Explanations

The law:

· Before 1857 a private act of parliament was required to obtain a divorce

· Throughout the first half of the 20th century this was made easier, the costs were reduced and the grounds widened

· 1949 ( free legal advice through the Legal Aid and Advice Act

· 1969 (came into force 1971) ( Divorce Reform Act ( ‘irretrievable breakdown of marriage’ 

· 1984 ( Matrimonial Family Proceedings Act ( 3 years to 1 time to be married before divorcing

Expectations of love and marriage:

· People are less likely to put up with an unhappy marriage

Changing social values:

· Divorce has become more socially acceptable

Economic position of women:

· Women are able to live independently away from men nowadays

Women and marriage:

· Women are more dissatisfied with marriage than men ( more divorced men are likely to remarry than divorced women
Who?
Young, lower class, those that have experienced divorce in the family already, remarriages, differences in class, ethnicity and religion 
