Childbearing
There has been a decline in fertility.

The fertility rate is the number of live births per 1000 women aged 15 to 44. In 1900 the rate was 115. In 1961 it was 91. In 2000 it had fallen to 55; the lowest rate since records began.

Childless Women
About 11% of women born in 1943 in England and Wales were childless by 45

Rose to 16% for those born in 1953

Projections suggest that 23% of those born in 1973 will be childless by 45

Coleman and Chandola (1999) state that most of this is probably voluntary. Involuntary childlessness affects between 5-8% of couples.

Age and Fertility

1970s ( average age at childbirth 26.1

2000 ( 29.1

Ghee (2001) while the fertility rates of those under 30 have fallen steadily, the rates for those 30 years and older have risen since the mid-70s

Births Outside Marriage

1900 ( 4%

1971 ( 8%

2000 ( 39%!

Mainly cohabiting couples (parents living in the same address)

2000 four fifths of births outside marriage were jointly registered by both parents – three quarters were to parents living at the same address.

Why?
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