CLASS IDENTITY

· What is your class? → ask students, and why? → is there an assumption that most people have a strong sense of their class identity?

· Postmodernists claim that class is no longer a major basis for people's identities. Old class identities have crumbled away → nowadays, lifestyles, individualism and coinsumption.

· Pakulski and Waters (1996) → liberation of people from their class backgrounds. Culture more important than class, property and economic standing. Status is more important (WEBER) → related to gender, ethnicity, values, tastes, consumption habits etc. The lifestyles are chosen rather than ascribed. Pakulski and Waters claim that class identities have faded into insignificance.

· Beck and Beck-Gernsheim (1996)  → people are more individualised – more personal choice. Individual decisions. According to * people now create their identity through their own actions. Individuals rather than as members of a social class.

· Consumer culture – identity not on how people earn their money but instead how they spend it. At one time perhaps this was reflected in the class they belonged to. Now, consumers are aware that what they consume makes a statement about themselves through their consumption habits. Wear, eat, drink, listen to, collect.

· Marshall (1997) – accuses postmodernists of using data free sociology and ignoring research evidence which indicates class identities are still important.

· Crompton (1998) individualisation and detraditionalisation are nothing new (previously described by Marx and Weber) and they do not necessarily mean that class analysis is outdated. A great deal of consumerism is still just a matter of routine shopping for basics rather than a form of cultural expression.

· Marshall et al (1988) large-scale survey ( 60% of sample thought of themselves belonging to a class. Over 90% could place themselves into a class if needed. ¾ stated difficult to move classes. The survey was criticised for ‘loading’ questions by using ‘class’ in said questions. If given free choice they may have rated other identities as having a greater significance than class.

· Savage et al (2001) ( 178 people in Manchester. Most thought class had a strong influence in politics, the economy, media etc. Many hesitated to identify themselves as members of any class, however. ‘outside’ classes ( ‘ordinary’ people. PARADOX (statement that leads to a contradiction)  ( class is important as it is a structural force, yet class identity is generally weak. Savage concludes that Britain is not a class-conscious society ( people do not have well-developed and articulate views about membership of collective class groupings and their place in the system.
LIFE CHANCES

· Social class ( empirical evidence ( aspects of social life

· Roberts (1997) ( there is less class segregation among youth ( mix more freely in pubs and clubs. Yet class still has an impact on educational ad employment fortunes of young people.

· Specifically:

· Economic welfare: 

· Income and wealth Westergaard (1995) ( class is about ‘who gets what’.

· Distribution of wealth unequal ( any real redistribution occurred only within the top class groups.

· Social mobility working class have seen a long-term rise in their mobility, yet the middle class more mobile. Working class are restricted.

· Home ownership middle class more likely to own and occupy own home. 2000/01 74% of employers and managers buying home w/ a mortgage, almost double that of unskilled manual workers.

· Personal welfare

· Health (social trends, 2003) 1972-1976 to 1992-96 life expectancy gap between professionals and unskilled manual workers (male but similar for females) widened from 5.5 years to 9.5 years.

· Acheson Report (1998) ( professionals ( 17% men 25% female reported long standing illness. Unskilled workers 48% and 45%.

· Why these figures? – cigarettes ( 2000 39% of men unskilled manual compared to 17% professional. Women 35% and 14%.

· Happiness – higher income = higher levels of satisfaction (Donovan and Halpern, 2002)
